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Show and Tell & 
Silent Auction 

This month is the Guild’s 
Annual Show &Tell, and 
Silent Auction.

At Our Last Meeting: Buying Used Tools 
with Dan Coleman and Wayne Watson
At the February Guild meeting Dan Coleman and Wayne Watson shared their tips for determining 
if a used tool is a good value or something to be avoided. Their discussion covered evaluating 
a tool for completeness, what can and cannot be reasonably fixed, rust vs patina, finding parts, 
collectible vs working tool, and continued maintenance to keep our tools in working order.

Wayne started the presentation by talking about his do’s and don’ts for hand tools. Rules must 
be straight and legible. An incredible percentage of vintage and new rules are not straight. Have 
a trusted straight edge to check any potential rule purchase. M�arking gauges come in two types: 
Pencil Tip and Knife Edge. A Knife Edge gauge can and should be sharpened to sever the fibers 
of the wood. So if you find one that is dull that is an easy fix. Squares should be accurate with 
no pitting. Once again many new squares along with their vintage counterparts are not set at 90 
degrees. 

Wayne then moved on to chisels. A good chisel should be well balanced and feel good in your 
hand. One can always turn a new handle but determining if this is something that you want to 
send time on will go a long way towards determining if you should make the purchase or not. 
Saws should be straight with no kinks. A backsaw blade that is slightly curved can be potential 
fixed. A handsaw that is bent should be avoided. The tote should be intact with no cracks unless 
you are skilled at tote repair. Plan on sharpening any saw that is new to you. Light Rust can be 
removed but any pitting near the cutting edge is a deal breaker. For planes the body should be free 
of cracks and should be complete. The adjustments should work freely. Wayne said in his opinion 
one should look for planes from 1890 thru the 1950’s with Stanley (Bailey), early Craftsman, Record, 
M�illers Falls, and Winchester all having made good planes during that time.

Wayne finished up with places to look for vintage tools. Antique Shops, Flea M�arkets, Estate Sales, 
Craigslist, EBay, and Tool Dealers all have their pros and cons. The rule is Buyer Beware.

Continued on page 4
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President Letter March 2015

Marc Adams Weekend  Thirty-nine members participated in the weekend seminar. The 

session Friday evening (2/27) was a short one to meet M�arc, learn about how he got 

into woodworking, and learn how his career evolved from a cabinet maker to running a 

large, successful woodworking school. Saturday was packed with information about the 

fundamentals of woodworking. Sunday included information about many types of routers and 

cabinet making. Special thanks 

to: Brad Bernhard for making his 

workbench available to the class 

(including two 50 pound barbell 

weights to steady the bench), 

Wayne Watson for helping to 

transport Brad’s workbench and weights, Tom Tupper for handling all the financial aspects of 

the seminar, and Denny Krupinski for arranging the seating and helping with the presentation 

of meals. I received many positive comments from participants, so I think it’s safe for me to 

declare the M�arc Adams weekend a successful learning experience for all who participated.

Brian Zirkle  For the past several years, Brian has served with Scott Wunder as editor of 

the Guild’s Newsletter. The Newsletter has grown under Brian’s thought and effort to be an 

important source of information for members and an archive of Guild activities. Brian and 

his family will be moving to Richmond, Virginia, in the very, very near future. This month’s 

Newsletter will be Brian’s last as Editor. We all owe Brian a huge thanks for his editorship. And 

we all wish Brian and his family great success and happiness in Richmond. John Bronson has 

volunteered to replace Brian as editor starting with the April issue of the newsletter, so please 

welcome John to this important role.

March Meeting  The month is our annual show-and-tell meeting along with a silent auction. 

Please read the instructions if you plan to place items in the auction. The annual election of 

officers and board members will also be held during the M�arch meeting.

April M�eeting  Our meeting in April is a special one. We’ve surpassed 40,000 toys delivered to 

children in local hospitals, and we’re going to celebrate that achievement.  Bring your spouse, 

bring a friend, bring yourself and join the celebration. We will forego the usual business that 

occurs at the start of meetings – no reports, no show-and-tell, no drawing. Just celebration.

Don



Show and Tell

March 21st - Intarsia. 
Taught by Rich Sanders.

April 18th - Turning Pens. 
Taught by Jeff Nasser

May 16th - Turning Bowls. 
Taught by Brad Bernhard.

May 23rd & 24th - Inlaying 
Decorative Lines and M�otifs. 
Taught by Don Snyder.

Contact Bob Brinkman to sign 
up for any of the workshops.

Future Workshops

There were 91 attendees, 
including guests and 
members, at the February 
Guild meeting.

St. Charles Hardwoods 
donated 500 lineal feet of 
Profiled poplar car bodies to 
the Toy program.

Raffle Winner: 
$20 Rockler / Rich Sanders

Announcements

March 19th 
Annual Show-and-Tell & 
Silent Auction

April 16th 
A Celebration of Service:  
40,000 Lives Touched

May 21st 
M�edieval Woodworking with 
Thomas Rowland

June 27th & 28th 
Veneering, Banding and 
Inlay with Freddy Roman, 
M�assachusetts maker of fine 
period furniture.

Upcoming Meetings 
& Events 

Ethan Sincox – Ethan 

showed a couple beaders 

and the mouldings they 

produce.

Jakob & Anna Beutelmann – 

Jakob and Anna showed 

airplanes they made with 

hand tools.

Silent Auction Rules
Please be advised that the rules and procedures which govern the SLWG Annual Silent 
Auction have changed. Please review them prior to selling or bidding on items.

1.  To enter the auction you must pay a fee based on the seller’s stated minimum bid. 
This must be paid in advance. There are no refunds if an item does not sell. The 
SLWG Treasurer will assign a lot number when all fees are paid. The fee schedule is as 
follows:

   .01-$10.00--$1.00

   $10.01-20.00--$2.00

   $20.01-30.00--$3.00

   $30.01-40.00--$4.00

   $40.01-50.00--$5.00

   Over $50.01—exact 10%

2.  Items must be in place by 7:00 pm. Doors will open at 6:00 pm. The bidding will end 
at 8:30 pm

3.  Once bidding has closed the buyer and seller are expected to finalize payment with 
each other. The SLWG treasurer can assist with change and credit card sales.

4. The seller must remove all unsold items.

5. All auction items must be related to woodworking. 

6.  No reserves may be set on auction items. The reserve is the minimum bid set by the 
seller for which the item will be sold. 

7. All bidding must be in $1.00 multiples.

8. SLWG reserves the right to limit the number of auction items per member.

9.  The majority of auction items are (expected to be) used. The condition of items is as 
represented by the seller, and are sold “as is”. SLWG is not responsible for defects, 
hidden or otherwise.

10.  Large items (such as table saws etc.) should be left in your vehicle. A photo should 
be made available to stand in for the actual auction item.
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We made a good delivery 
of toys this month (180 
toys). Our year to date 
total is 330 items. Grand 
total since 1994 total 
delivered is 40,296.

Steve collected 185 items 
at the February meeting. 
Thanks to all who devoted 
their time to this program. 
For the next delivery 
in M�arch 2015 we have 
sufficient cars on hand, 
but Easter crafts (Rabbits, 
Ducks, Heart Necklaces, 
etc.) would be appropriate 
for the holidays coming 
up.

We have received more 
wheels and axle dowels. 

If you need patterns see 
our web site to select and 
print a pattern or you may 
call and we will send you 
the patterns by mail. We 
need about 20 to 30 each 
of any craft pattern you 
select.

You may call John at 314-
843-0616 or Steve at 636-
866-6121 for any of the 
above or to arrange pickup 
or delivery.

Toy Report

www.slwg.org

At Our Last Meeting: Buying Used Tools
continued from page 1

Dan then moved into the world of power tools with a basic check list of items to look 
for. Is the size and quality level appropriate for your work. Spending money on a 36 
inch bandsaw may be waste of money if you have a smaller shop and only make an 
occasional curved cut. Is the voltage appropriate?  M�any shops are not wired for the 
power required by larger machines. What is the overall appearance of the machine?  
Does it look like it’s been abused?  Does it run?  If not do you have the time, knowledge, 
and money to get it into working shape?  Is it solid and all of the parts there?  If so are 
any of the parts broken?  Finding parts for vintage machines might be impossible. Do 
you have the skills to make missing parts or do you know someone who provides that 
service. Additional accessories such as mobile bases, extra fences, blades, etc. can bring 
added value to the purchase.

Regardless of the machine expect to preform basic maintenance. M�achines will need to 
be cleaned, lubed, and tuned up. New cords, plugs, belts, and missing fasteners all need 
to be addressed. Bearing dry out so be prepared. Check all pulleys for wear and wobble. 
Remove any rust and paint when necessary. 

Dan then gave tips on a few machines that guild members will see available for sale. 
Once again he stressed that most machines can be fixed. Just be honest with yourself 
about your willingness to spend time rehabbing a machine and what your budget is 
considering the purchase price and the repairs that may be needed. 

Dan finished up by sharing a few online references such as Old Woodworking M�achines 
(owwm.org), Vintage M�achinery (vintagemachinery.org), routerforums.com, and Yahoo 
Groups for machine specific information.

Both Dan and Wayne stress that you should to do your homework and know what you 
need and can reasonably rehab. The best resource we have is other members of the 
Guild. If you have questions ask them at the meetings or reach out to a Guild member 
who you know has a particular skill set that lines up with a tool you are considering 
purchasing. This sharing of knowledge is what the Guild is all about!

Open Shop Hours at Faust Park
The St. Louis Woodworkers Guild workshop located within Faust Park will now have 
scheduled open shop hours so that Guild members may utilize the shop without making an 
advance reservation. The shop will be open on the first and second full weekends of each 
month. For April those dates are the 4th and 5th and then the following weekend the 11th 
and 12th. In M�ay the dates are the 2nd and 3rd and the 9th and 10th. On both Saturdays 
and Sundays the shop will open at 9:00 am and close at 5:00 pm. The shop will be also 
be open each week on Thursdays from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm.

You must be a current Guild member and have taken the Guild’s safety class, as well as, 
signed the liability waiver. You must bring your membership card with you. Eye protection 
must be worn at all times while in the workshop. A Guild Safety M�onitor will be present 
and has the authority to stop any member from undertaking an unsafe operation. The 
Safety M�onitor’s decision is final.

If you have any questions please contact Wayne Watson at 314-541-3047 or at 
vicepresident@slwg.org 



St. Louis

Membership Application

Woodworkers Guild

Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.

Eagle Scout 
Mentoring
Bryan Buchholz gave a short presentation 
on his Eagle Scout project. Bryan was 
mentored by Guild member Wayne 
Watson. To attain the rank of Eagle Scout, 
the Scout must perform a community 
service project which demonstrates 
leadership. To date there are just over 2.1 
million eagle scouts which represent only 
4% of all boy scouts since 1949. Bryan’s 
project began with plans to build two 
well-constructed insulated dog houses 
for the St. Louis Humane Society. As with 
many Guild member projects two dog 
houses turned into three. Under Wayne’s 
supervision Bryan and a group of other 
scouts came together to cut all of the 
material and build the dog houses. M�uch 
of the work took place outdoors with 
some of the finishing touches taking place 
in the snow. Due to numerous scheduling 
conflicts the project took almost 18 
months to complete. Congratulations to 
Bryan on the completion of his project 
and Thank You to Wayne for this great 
example of a Guild member helping their 
community.


