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Covered Bridges 

This month Guild member 
Dale Norman will give a 
presentation on covered 
bridges.

At Our Last Meeting: Workshop Safety and First Aid
with Brad Bernhard
Our last presentation was a departure from the usual monthly guild discussions about lumber, 
tools, techniques and projects. Dr. Brad Bernhard gave a talk on what we can do to prevent 
workshop mishaps and some basic first aid if things do go wrong. He finished up with an eye 
opening slide show of workshop injuries and the medical procedures used to treat them.

Each year there are over half a million woodworking injuries. Of those nearly 100,000 are saw 
related and 35,000 are specifically attributed to the table saw. 10% of table saw injuries result in 
amputation. These injuries are the result of: body parts contacting the blade, kickback, and other 
flying debris. By understanding and using readily available safety equipment we can greatly reduce 
our chances of workshop injury. Blade guards, anti-kickback paws, riving knives or splitters, feather 
boards, and push sticks are all useful devices to keep woodworkers safer. As Brad pointed out all 
new table saws must have a riving knife which maintains a set distance from the blade. He went 
on to talk about M�arc Adams 12 & 3 rule. If a board is less than 12 inches long you should really 
think about what you are doing and is there a better way to do it that would limit your chances of 
getting hurt. Never let any part of you get closer than 3 inches to the blade. Even though kickback 
chances are reduced by setting the blade higher above the work it also opens up more possibilities 
for coming into contact with the blade. So, keep the top of the blade just above the top of the 
work. Brad did discuss Saw Stop and admitted to setting his off, but luckily, not from getting a 
body part into the blade.

He then moved on to the jointer and the thickness planer. Pinching risk is high with both of these 
machines so always be aware of where your hands are and be sure to tie back long hair, jewelry, or 
clothing. Next up was the bandsaw. Brad noted that the safest place for your hands are behind the 
blade and the guards should be set to just clear the work to reduce the amount of blade exposed.

Continued on page 4

Guild member Dr. Brad Bernhard 

entertained the crowd with his eye-

opening display of workshop injury 

photos during his presentation 

about workshop safety.
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President Letter January 2015

No Tables Needed In This Kind Of Joint
If you think that this is going to be about a shady dive that has no tables, you’d be wrong 
because it’s not. However, I’ll admit that a place like that might be more fun than the path 
we are about to take. This is a bit about compound-angle joinery – the kind of joinery you 
encounter in boxes with sloping sides, crown molding and other objects where pieces come 
together at funny angles that aren’t right, if you know what I mean. There are lots of ways to 
deal with making a compound-angle joint, whether it is a miter joint or a butt joint. Some are 
easy. Some are not so easy. The tables come in because there’s some trigonometry involved. 
But nobody uses trig tables any more – so no tables for these joints. Two angles are needed 
to cut the mating parts on a table saw or any other type of saw. One angle is that of the saw 
blade to the table, and the other is the angle of the miter gauge. There are formulas involving 
trig functions for these angles. For example, suppose we want to make a box having N sides 
that slope S degrees, and we want the corners of the box to be mitered. The miter gauge 
angle, M�G, satisfies tanM�G = cosS/tan[(N-2)*180°/N], and the blade angle, BA, satisfies cosBA 
= cos[(N-2)*180°/N]sinS. A calculator on a PC or smart phone easily yields the two angles from 
these expressions. But it’s even easier than that. There are interactive websites where all you 
need to do is enter N and S, and you are told M�G and BA. Then, you walk over to your table 
saw, turn the blade tilt crank until the blade is at angle BA, and you set the miter gauge so 
its angle indicator reads M�G. And you cut the parts for your project. Now comes the hard part 
– glue the parts together and add a finish to your box to complete it. Here are some websites 
to help with the setup.

1.  If you have a strong stomach that tolerates serious trig and you want to know where 
those nasty trig formulas originate, read my article at tinyurl.com/CompoundAngles;

2.  To access an online calculator that yields the setup angles, go to jansson.us/
jcompound.html;

3.  If you want a booklet of several pages, titled Guide to M�iters, that lists setup angles 
for many choices of N and S, you can get it through the website of Bridge City Tools 
(bridgecitytools.com). It will cost you eight bucks plus shipping.

You have much to look forward to in Guild activities in 2015. Besides our regular meeting on 
February 19, two special events will occur in February. One is the annual woodworking show in 
Collinsville (Feb. 6-8), where your Guild will have a booth manned by volunteer members and 
displaying items members have made. We are fortunate to have Wayne Watson organizing 
this woodworking-show effort; see Wayne to volunteer, and let him know of items you have 
to display. M�arc Adams is coming at the end of February to give a weekend seminar for the 
SLWG. It’s a special opportunity to learn from a nationally recognized expert, so now is the 
time to sign up if you want to participate; see Tom Tupper, any Board member or me to 
do that. The meeting on M�arch 19 will be our annual show-and-tell and silent auction. Our 
meeting on April 16 will be a very special one to celebrate the SLWG having donated 40,000 
toys to children in area hospitals. This will be a meeting where families are especially invited.

I wish you a most interesting, happy and healthy 2015.

Don

Jakob Beutelmann – 

Jakob showed a 

train built with 

hand tools.



Show and Tell

February 18 
Google Sketchup. Taught by 
Scott Wunder in his shop.

February 21  
Hand Plane Tune Up & Tote 
Repairs. Taught by Wayne 
Watson in his shop.

March 21 
Intarsia. Taught by Rich 
Sanders.

April 2015 - M�aking Pens.

May 2015 - Turning Bowls

Contact Bob Brinkman to sign 
up for any of the workshops.

Future Workshops

There were 67 attendees at 
the November Guild meeting.

Raffle Winners: 
$20 Rockler / Phil Haskins 
$20 Rockler / Jim Kozel 
$10 Rockler / Anna Beutelmann

Phil Haskins also donated 
lumber to be raffled off: 
Cherry / Scott Wunder 
M�aple / Tony O’Driscoll

Announcements

Jim Schneider – Jim 

showed a pair of planes.

January 15 
Dale Norman 
Covered Bridges

February 6-8 
Collinsville Woodworking 
Show

February 19 
Dan Coleman and Wayne 
Watson – Buying Used Tools

February 28 – March 1 
M�arc Adams Seminar

March 19 
Annual Show-and-Tell

Upcoming Meetings 
& Events 

Students from Fanning Middle School 
visit SLWG workshop

One of the Guild’s community outreach efforts occurred Friday afternoon, Jan. 9, when 

six students and two of their teachers from the Urban Futures Program at Fanning 

M�iddle School visited the Guild’s workshop in Faust Park. The students constructed 

totes from kits assembled by members Keith Lissant and Allen Carlson. M�embers Brad 

Bernhard, M�ark Koritz, Denny 

Krupinski, Wayne Humphry and 

Wayne Watson were on hand 

to teach the children something 

about what we as woodworkers 

do and to help with the 

construction. Here is a picture 

showing the students in the 

shop with their completed totes 

and their teachers.

Jeff Nasser – Jeff showed 

a peppermill.

Larry Alvarez – Larry showed 

a collection of ornaments.

Walter Henderson – 

Walter showed his latest 

stringed instrument.

Jakob Beutelmann – 

Jakob showed a 

train built with 

hand tools.

Anna Beutelmann – 

Anna showed a 

step stool built with 

hand tools.



St. Louis Woodworkers Guild

We had an nice delivery of 
toys this month (162 toys). 
Our year to date total is 
1950 items. Since 1994 the 
total delivered is 39,966.

Thanks to the huge 
group that made the toys 
collected by Steve Briner 
at the November meeting. 
The response was superb. 

If you need patterns see 
our web site to select and 
print a pattern or you may 
call and we will send you 
the patterns by mail. We 
need about 20 to 30 each 
of any craft pattern you 
select.

You may call John at 314-
843-0616 or Steve at 636-
866-6121 for any of the 
above or to arrange pickup 
or delivery.

Toy Report

www.slwg.org

At Our Last Meeting: Workshop Safety and First Aid
continued from page 1

Next Brad discussed basic shop safety. He said that as we age our hearing deteriorates, 
why speed the process along. So it is good practice to wear hearing protection in the 
shop. Same goes for vision protection. Always use safety glasses or a shield when using 
power tools. Dust protection should also be considered. Brad said to use an N 95 or 
higher rated mask as dust is dangerous to your health. Whenever possible also use in-
shop dust collection as well. Oily rags and steel wool should be dried outside and stored 
in a metal cabinet to reduce the chance of fire. Everyone should have a fire extinguisher 
for their shop.

Brad gave recommendations for what to include in a workshop first aid kit and how to 
treat some injuries. His preferred antiseptic is Betadine. One should have sharp pointed 
tweezers and sterile needles to remove splinters. If you experience a laceration:  Sit 
down and remain calm, apply gentle pressure to control the bleeding, inspect the wound 
for foreign bodies, movement sensation, and bleeding severity, and consider medical 
attention. For fractures, consider a temporary splint and seek medical attention right 
away. If the injury is severe, as an amputation:  Control the bleeding, keep calm, call 
for assistance, and take the amputated part to the hospital if possible. Gently rinse the 
amputated part if possible, wrap it in sterile gauze or a clean cloth, place it in a zip lock 
bag and keep the part cool by placing it on top of ice.

After a series of slides showing before-and-after injuries and the medical treatments for 
those, he finished up with a few ideas to keep everyone safer in the shop. Rehearse 
each cut before you make it. This can show you where dangers are lurking. Never hurry 
to perform any operation in the shop. Avoid alcohol and sedating drugs. Get plenty of 
rest and know when to quit. 

Thank you for taking the time to discuss such an important topic, Dr. Bernhard.

New Open Shop Hours at Faust Park
The St. Louis Woodworkers Guild workshop located within Faust Park will now have 
scheduled open shop hours so that Guild members may utilize the shop without making 
an advance reservation. Beginning Saturday February 7, 2015 the shop will be open on the 
first and second full weekends of each month. For example; February 7th and 8th (the first 
full weekend), and February 14th and 15th will be open shop dates. M�arch 7th and 8th, the 
first full weekend of the month, is also an open shop date and so on. On both Saturdays 
and Sundays the shop will open at 9:00 am and close at 5:00 pm. Also starting February 
12th the shop will be open each week on Thursdays from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

Your must be a current Guild member and have taken the Guild’s safety class, as well as, 
signed the liability waiver. You must bring your membership card with you. Eye protection 
must be worn at all times while in the workshop. A Guild Safety M�onitor will be present 
and has the authority to stop any member from undertaking an unsafe operation. The 
Safety M�onitor’s decision is final.

If you have any questions please contact Wayne Watson at 314-541-3047 or at 

vicepresident@slwg.org 



St. Louis

Membership Application

Woodworkers Guild

Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.

Dues are Due

M�embership dues for 2015 are due. Your $30 annual membership fee can be paid in 
the following ways: mail a check to Tom Tupper c/o St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P.O. 
Box 411766, St. Louis, M�O 63141-9998; or, give a check to Tom (or charge by credit 
card) at the January Guild meeting. Keep the benefits of membership coming to you in 
2015 by renewing now.

Weekend with Marc Adams
Our St. Louis Woodworkers Guild is hosting a special educational weekend to 
expand your woodworking skills, taught by M�arc Adams. M�arc founded the M�arc 
Adams School of Woodworking, which is one of the largest woodworking schools 
in the U.S. He is a frequent author of articles in Fine Woodworking magazine. 
The dates to set aside on your calendar for this event are February 28 and M�arch 
1, 2015. In addition, there will be a special session on the evening of February 
27. The tuition for the entire weekend is $70 for Guild members and $100 for 
non-members. Seating will be limited to 40 participants, so make your paid 
registration early. A waiting list will be maintained once paid registrations reach 
the seating limit. This event will be held in same place regular Guild meetings 
take place, the Creve Coeur Community Center.

 


