
St.Louis
Woodworkers Guild

www.slwg.org

September 2014
Issue 348

Our Next Meeting

Thursday 7:00 PM�
September 18, 2014

Creve Coeur  
Community Center
300 North New Ballas Road
Creve Coeur, M�O 63141

 
Router Table Mouldings

Please join the Saint 
Louis Woodworkers 
Guild on September 18th 
as we welcome Brian 
Romaine, manager of 
Rockler Woodworking and 
Hardware. Brian will be 
discussing Router Table 
M�oldings.

Brian has been 
woodworking for over 
25 years. He has been 
working for Rockler for 
17+ years. His background 
is in construction, mainly 
remodeling. His favorite 
shop tools are the band 
saw, and the router table.  
He enjoys making cabinets, 
shelves, picture frames, 
detailed toys, and custom 
items.

At Our Last Meeting: Reclaimed Materials
with Randal Oaks
At the August meeting, Randal Oaks presented the Guild with examples of how to incorporate 
reclaimed materials into woodworking projects. Randal is the owner of Oaks Crossing in 
Augusta, M�O and now specializes in kitchen and outdoor design. He showed dozens of ways 
he saved materials that many of would have discarded and found new ways to use them for 
his projects. Randal also highlighted several woodworking techniques he utilizes to insure his 
projects hold up to use and the elements.

Randal started with pictures from a missionary trip to Lima Peru. There he was asked to make, 
by hand, bunk beds for the missionary training center. He decided upon mortise and tenon 
joinery given its strength and ability to handle high stress loads. With only hand tools the 
mortise and tenons were cut, and while he admitted that it was hard work, he was also sure 
that these beds would still be in service for years to come.

Randal next walked through the before and after pictures of a bus barn he remodeled. The 
barn started out with dirt floors and one side open to the outdoors. To make the flooring and 
finish the interior he used “new” Western Cedar that had been milled in the 1920’s and had 
never been used. When the barn was complete he had just 8 feet of this cedar left over.

Continued on page 4

Randal Oaks 

Randal making a fresh brew 

at his coffee house built with 

reclaimed materials.
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President Letter September 2014
Share your passion for woodworking by donating your time and skill to benefit the St. Louis 
community. M�any Guild members do, and you can too. A good example is the volunteer work 
done by members at the M�useum of Transportation, 
which is part of the St. Louis County Parks and 
Recreation Department. The M�useum has existed for 
more than seven decades. M�ore than 50,000 school 
children visit each year for educational tours. One 
project in which members John Wetter, Bob Brinkman, 
Jerry Lammers, and Wayne Watson participate is the 
restoration of an antique railcar originally used to 
transport vinegar. John, Bob and Jerry are seen at 
the M�useum standing next to the vinegar car and its 
barrel-shaped container made of huge wooden staves; this is obviously a project involving 
giant pieces of wood, lots of donated time and effort and, to be sure, more than a little sweat. 
Other M�useum of Transportation projects include rebuilding a train’s cow catcher and restoring 
a vegetable-vendors truck.

Faust Park in Chesterfield is also part of the St. Louis County 
Parks and Recreation Department. It is another place where 
Guild members contribute their time and effort. Thornhill Farm, 
which includes the 1820s home and utility buildings of M�issouri’s 
second governor, is located in Faust Park. Also there is Historic 
Village, which has four 19th century homes and 16 building 
structures. Guild members volunteer to help restore and maintain 
structures and furnishings in Thornhill Farm and Historic Village. 
Examples are seen in the pictures showing Guild members 
Keith Lissant, Rich Weitzman and Al Carlson working to restore 
mailboxes for an antique post office and a chair to go into one 
of the old Faust buildings. Other projects include repairing fences, 
building a barn door, hanging doors in an restored general store, 
and fixing a model carousal.

These volunteer efforts at the M�useum of Transportation and 
Faust Park are ongoing, with new projects arising as old ones 
are completed. “One time only” projects outside the County 
Parks also arise. An example is the recent effort involving several 
Guild members in which three beds were constructed and used 
as props in a play put on by Variety, the Children’s Charity of St. 
Louis. M�any disabled children and their families attended the play, and some of the children 
participated as actors in the play or as stage hands. A call for volunteer help was made 
at a Guild meeting, several members stepped forward enthusiastically, and the beds were 
constructed over a single weekend at the Guild’s woodworking shop in Faust Park!

Additional Guild members who would like to volunteer in ongoing or one-time activities such 
as these are most welcome. It’s an excellent way to give some of your time and to share your 
woodworking skills to benefit the St. Louis Community. Talk with any of the members seen 
above or with any Guild officer to learn more about how to get involved.

Don



Show and Tell

Follow the Guild on Facebook. Stay up to date 

with Guild announcements, events, and photos.

Oct./Nov. Make an infill plane. 
Taught by guild members 
M�ike Sistek and Robbie Field.

Jan. 2015. Intarsia 
Taught by guild member Rich 
Sanders.

Feb. 2015. Google Sketchup 
Taught by guild member Scott 
Wunder.

Contact Bob Brinkman to sign 
up for any of the workshops.

Future Workshops

There were 66 attendees, 
including guests and 
members, at the August Guild 
meeting.

Gary Schneider won the 50/50 
raffle for a Rockler gift card.  
Congratulations Gary!

Announcements

Brad Bernhard – Brad showed 

two walnut bowls.

October 20 
Guild M�ember Brad Bernhard 
First Aid in the workshop

Upcoming Meetings 

Andy Clawson – Andy 

showed a M�aloof 

inspired walnut rocker.

Keith Lissant – Keith 

showed two intricate 

scroll saw fish.

LLoyd Nystrom – Lloyd 

showed a box that he built 

out of poplar.

Anna & Jakob 

Beutelmann – Anna 

and Jakob showed 

sections of train 

track that they made 

with hand tools.
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We delivered a total of 
150 toys to 3 hospitals in 
August 2014. Our year to 
date total is 1,218 items. 
Since 1994 the total 
delivered is 39,234.

Thanks to the huge 
group that made the toys 
collected by Steve Briner 
at the August meeting. The 
response was superb. The 
Airplanes donated by M�r. 
Romaine and his staff at 
Rockler are eye catching.

For the next delivery in 
September/October, it 
would be helpful to have 
Halloween, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas items. We 
have a new supply of 
wheels (1500) for race cars, 
as well.

If you need patterns see 
our web site to select and 
print a pattern or you may 
call and we will send you 
the patterns by mail. We 
need about 20 to 30 each 
of any craft pattern you 
select.

You may call John at 314-
843-0616 or Steve at 636-
866-6121 for any of the 
above or to arrange pickup 
or delivery.

Toy Report

www.slwg.org

At Our Last Meeting: Reclaimed Materials
continued from page 1

Then Randal showed the guild members pictures of 
his coffee house. Here he stressed that many times 
compromises have to be made to meet deadlines. 
He showed that often he can be over aggressive in 
his timeline for certain projects. He jokingly showed a 
picture of a “Coming 2012” sign and then the building 
when it was completed in 2014. To conserve the trees 
that were cut down when the land was cleared for the 
building he had them cut 21 feet long, bark on, and 
allowed them to air dry while he was completing the 
building. These boards were later used in his conference 
center. He highlighted his use of dovetails on outside 
trim to combat expansion and contraction. Whenever 
the joints opened up he explained how he employed epoxy to the fill the cracks.

Next he went into detail on several different types 
of reused materials. First he showed how he was 
able to marry new and used windows. On one side 
of the building he was able to put new custom 
made windows on top and use windows out of a 
winery on the bottom. He stated that these types of 
combinations can be done if one takes into account 
the balance of the old and the new and details such 
as trim that can be used to bring the two together. 
Then in his conference center he showed a stained 
glass window that had been custom made for a home 
that was sold before the window was completed and 
the new owner had no need for it. He also showed his 
“rustic arbor” that was made from 100% recycled bridge lumber.

In his carriage house courtyard he has wooden 
church pews that have been outside since 2000 
with no signs of damage from the elements. 
He also had liners from a glass blower’s kiln 
he was using as flower containers. Inside the 
coffee house he was even able to reuse turned 
porch columns from his childhood home in 
Alabama. From inside the conference center he 
showed corbels made from piano legs with the 
soundboard from that same piano used as a 

sink apron. He had used bowed boards, that most would have called unusable to form 
the arch over a door and pocket doors from architectural salvage. 

Randal completed his talk by encouraging the members to always try to look at used 
items as how they might be used not just how they have been used in the past.

The Guild would like to thank Randal for taking the time to show us all the possibilities 
reclaimed materials hold. If you would like to learn more about Randal and his 
businesses please visit his website at http://www.oakscrossing-augusta.com.



St. Louis

Membership Application

Woodworkers Guild

Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.

Annual Guild Picnic

Location: Augusta, M�O • When: Saturday, September 27 • Time: 10:00 – (about) 2:00
• Guided tour of Augusta Visitors Center (limit 15 people)
• History of Augusta talk
• Visit glass blowing and woodturning studios
• Bring your surplus woodworking tools for sale or trade
• Burgers, brats, chicken & drinks provided by the Guild
• Bring something to share
• Visit a winery and/or a brewery (optional!)

Eagle Scout Project
Nick Buescher, a member of Boy Scout Troop 49, provided the guild 
with a presentation on his Eagle Scout project that he completed 
with the help of his mentor, guild member, David Brown. David 
had volunteered to help Nick build cubby-hole cabinets for the 
St. Roch Elementary School in University City. David walked Nick 
through the design process and the use of woodworking tools. Nick 
said that before this project he had no woodworking experience.  
Nick discussed how the work started by breaking down the larger piece of wood using a table saw in the driveway 
and moving to his basement for further work and the glue-up. Nick finished up presentation with a photo of the 
completed cabinets painted in St. Roch’s school colors with the school’s principal. Congratulations to Nick on the 
completion of his project and to David for teaching woodworking to the next generation.


