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Show and Tell & 
Silent Auction

Our M�arch meeting is 
the annual Show and Tell 
& Silent Auction. Bring 
projects or photos of 
projects to inspire others 
in the Guild. If you have 
anything woodworking 
related that you would like 
to sell, please bring it for 
the silent auction portion 
of the meeting.

At Our Last Meeting: CNC Equipment
By Brian Romaine

Last month Brian Romaine from Rockler gave a presentation on CNC (computer numerically 
controlled) equipment. Brian led off by asking how the Guild members felt about using CNC 
equipment in woodworking. He was surprised to find out that we are quite alright letting 
machines do our work for us. Obviously, CNC’s don’t do all of the work for us, but what they 
do, they do very precisely.

To show just how precise the Shark CNC router Brian brought with him is, Brian passed around 
a piece of wood with a recess cut in it. It was perfectly sized to accept a quarter and it fit snug 
as a bug in a rug. The Shark CNC router is small by industry standards, with a 25” x 25’ x 7” 
capacity and targeted to small shops and hobbyists. In commercial applications a CNC router 
would accept up to 4’ x 8’ material and often have more than the three axes that this machine 
uses.

The CNC router can do much more than just cut perfect holes, so next Brian set up the 
machine to carve an intricate floral pattern in a rosette block. The program took about 10 
minutes to run and produced great results in the basswood, which had black stain applied to 
make it more visible to the group.

Continued on page 4

Brian Romaine and the Shark CNC 

router that he demonstrated.
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Next month on Friday April 25th the Industrial Technology Engineering Exposition (ITEE) will be held 
at the Florissant Valley Community College. This event brings middle and high school students in the 
St. Louis region together to compete for an opportunity to advance to the state wide finals which are 
held at the Lake of the Ozarks. The students’ projects include woodworking (the largest segment), 
drafting and design, metal working and robotics to name just a few categories. 

As we did last year, the Guild is providing support by helping with funding (we donated $200.00 
last year), making award plaques for the participants, giving demonstrations and most important 
by providing judges. Last year we had over a dozen Guild members volunteer as judges, and Keith 
Lissant and Cecil Robertson were demonstrators. We are looking for volunteer judges again this 
year. Keith will once again demo the scroll saw; Don Snyder has signed up to demonstrate inlay 
techniques, the Show M�e Woodturners will bring a lathe to give turning demonstrations. I will have a 
signup sheet at the meeting. Please volunteer if you can.

The April meeting is the election of new Guild Officers. Bob Brinkman, Tom Tupper and Brad Bernhard 
are this year’s nominating committee. The positions open are; President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and one Director. If you would like to run for, or nominate someone to one of these 
positions contact Bob, Tom or Brad. 

Wayne

Follow the Guild on Facebook.  Stay up to date 

with Guild announcements, events, and photos.



Show and Tell

John Bronson – John showed three 

bowls that he turned out of walnut, 

cherry and this one out of maple.

M�ay – Lathe Tool Sharpening

June – Stains and Dyes

This Fall – M�ake an Infill 
Plane.

Future Workshops

Saw Sharpening

On Saturday, M�arch 29th, 
Ron Bontz custom saw 
builder and former presenter, 
will host a workshop on saw 
sharpening at the Guild shop 
in Faust Park.

If you have ideas for future 
workshop please give those 
ideas to Bob.

Mini- Workshops

April 17th – Dan Burleson 
will be demonstrating and 
discussing woodturning.

Upcoming Meetings

There were 85 people in 
attendance at the February 
20th meeting. M�any of the 
attendees were guests that 
learned about the Guild at 
the woodworking show prior 
to the meeting.

The raffle winner for February 
was Cody Steif, a very lucky 
guest that received a $50 gift 
card to Woodcraft on a night 
when Rockler was giving the 
presentation (good planning 
guys).

Announcements

Norm Stoecker – Norm showed a 

toolbos that he built to hold his 

fancy magnetic light.

Robby Field – Robby showed two 

infill planes that he made.
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We delivered 150 toys 
to 3 hospitals in January 
2014. Since 1994 the total 
delivered is 38,166.

For the next delivery 
in February/M�arch we 
need items such as; St. 
Patrick’s Day shamrocks, 
cars, airplanes, animal 
kits (coyotes, cats, bears), 
Flower kits, Trinket Boxes. 
Patriotic items like flags 
are good for M�emorial Day.

If you need patterns see 
our web site to select and 
print a pattern or you may 
call and we will send you 
the patterns by mail. We 
really need about 20 to 30 
each of any craft pattern 
you select.

You may call John at 314-
843-0616 or Steve at 636-
866-6121 for any of the 
above or to arrange pickup 
or delivery.

Toy Report
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At Our Last Meeting: CNC Equipment
continued from page 1

After showing the CNC router in action Brian 
showed how the software worked. While trying 
not to get too technical, he manipulated text 
on the computer screen and showed how the 
software generates proofs, which included 
simulated wood grain from different species 
that the user chooses.

Next, Brian presented the Guild with a wall 
clock that he carved earlier with the CNC router. 
The clock was rather intricate and took about 
an hour to carve, including tool changes.

During tool changes, bits need to be zeroed 
out for depth. Brian normally zeros out the bits 
manually, but he showed an electronic 
pad that will digitally set the zero point for the 
z-axis or height. Other than that Brian didn’t get 
too technical, since he was interested in giving just an overview of CNC equipment.

Along with the CNC router, Brian also brought a CNC router fence. Designed to be used on 
a router table, the Ready 2 Rout fence moves in and out very precisely. To prove his point, 
Brian moved the fence in small increments, 100th of an inch at a time, and dared us to see 
the movement. I couldn’t see it, but I could feel it move very slightly. This control would 
come in very handy when making intricate joints 
or even just for consistent repetitive setups.

Brian ended his presentation by answering a 
few questions and having everyone up a final 
time to get a closer look. 

Thanks to Brian and Rockler for their efforts to 
bring the CNC equipment to our meeting and 
make a great presentation. It was great to see 
the machines in action and get a feel for their 
capabilities.

Wall clock from Rockler for the 

Guild, carved on the CNC router.

Rosette carved from basswood 

with black stain.
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Membership Application

Woodworkers Guild

Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.

Anyone can access the public area of the Saint Louis Woodworkers Guild website. 
But you need to be a member in order to get access to the private site! As a 
member of the guild, you get some benefits:

• You can see what companies provide discounts to guild members.

• You can post questions or reply to the questions of other guild members.

• You have access to the M�ember List.

• You have access to the By-Laws.

If you do not yet have access to the private site, but would like it and are a paid 
up member of the guild, then please contact our webmaster, Cecil Robertson. He 
will provide you with the steps necessary.

New Guild Website


