
St.Louis
Woodworkers Guild

www.slwg.org

February 2014
Issue 341

Our Next Meeting

Thursday 7:00 PM�
February 20, 2014

Creve Coeur  
Community Center
300 North New Ballas Road
Creve Coeur, M�O 63141

 
CNC Machine

Brian Romine, from 
Rockler, will discuss and 
demonstrate using a CNC 
machine for woodworking.

At Our Last Meeting: Wood Carving
By Mike Simpson

At the January meeting, M�ike Simpson took time to speak with the guild about his methods 
of wood carving for both architectural elements and more artistic pieces. He walked the group 
through several mantels, a decorative door frame, a stand-alone sculptural piece, and several 
historical scenes he has carved. He noted that he is a self-taught carver who prefers to do 
original designs. He said that his preference is to work with other craftsmen on projects as he 
enjoys carving, but not necessarily furniture making. He does not have a commercial shop but 
instead works from his basement workshop.

The first mantel that M�ike discussed was carved from a reclaimed barn beam. He started with a 
chainsaw, moved to a router, and then to a drill for the heavy stock removal. The use of these 
tools allows him to quickly get the rough shape that he is looking for before getting to the 
detail work.

The second mantel featured leaves that he cut out with a jig saw and carved before applying 
them to the mantel. He highlighted that this was a great way to add decorative elements 
without having to carve through inches of material needlessly. This particular mantel took him 
a month to complete, working on it 8 hours a day.

Continued on page 4

Mike Simpson shows off one of his ornately 

cared mantelpieces.
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Dues!
Tom Tupper, our Treasurer informs me that almost 35% of our 2013 members have not paid their 
dues for 2014. Folks, we have expenses, and your dues are what pays the rent, adds volumes to the 
library and keeps the woodshop open.  If you don’t feel that $30.00 is a very small amount for all of 
the benefits that you receive as a member of the Guild then please contact me. If you feel this is a 
bargain as I do, then please pay your dues. Tom Tupper has your new membership card waiting. At 
the end of M�arch anyone who has not renewed will be dropped from our rolls.

We have elections coming up in a couple of months. The open positions are; President, Vice-
President (Programs), Secretary, Treasurer and one Director. I have appointed a Nominating Committee 
consisting of Bob Brinkman (Chair), Tom Tupper and Brad Bernhard. If you wish to nominate someone 
for one of these positions contact Bob, Tom or Brad.

We had a very successful run at the Woodworking Show in Collinsville on February 7th, 8th and 
9th. Our exhibit featured new graphics, an excellent selection of our member’s projects and most 
important of all our volunteers! Your enthusiasm for woodworking and our Guild is truly what made 
our presence at the show noteworthy. THANK YOU to all who helped out.

Wayne

Follow the Guild on Facebook.  Stay up to date 

with Guild announcements, events, and photos.



Show and Tell

John Dahl – John showed before 

and after tables from his restored 

Craigslist furniture line.

M�ay – Lathe Tool Sharpening

June – Stains and Dyes

This Fall – M�ake an Infill 
Plane.

Future Workshops

Building a Shaker 
nightstand/side table

Bob Brinkman will be 
teaching “Building A 
Shaker Style Side Table.” 
The workshop will be held 
at the guild Faust Park 
workshop.  The workshop 
will be held over 6 weekend 
days in M�arch and April. The 
approximate size of the table 
will be 27 inches tall with a 
16” x 16” top. Tuition will be 
$150 with each participant 
providing their own wood.  
Please contact Bob to sign 
up. Bob will also be bringing 
an example of the table to 
the February meeting.

If you have ideas for future 
workshop please give those 
ideas to Bob.

Mini- Workshop

M�arch 20th – Annual 
members Show & Tell and 
Silent Auction

April 17th – Dan Burleson 
will be demonstrating and 
discussing woodturning.

Upcoming Meetings

There were 69 people in 
attendance at the January 
16th meeting. The Raffle 
winner for January was 
Richard Orcutt. He took home 
a $50 gift card from Rockler.  
Congratulations Richard!

Announcements

Richard Orcutt – Richard showed 

a maple cutting board with curved 

inlays.

Keith Lissant – Keith showed an 

array of wooden tops.

Jeff Nasser – Jeff showed a 

segmented peppermill.
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We delivered 150 toys 
to 3 hospitals in January 
2014. Since 1994 the total 
delivered is 38,166.

For the next delivery 
in February/M�arch we 
need items such as; St. 
Patrick’s Day shamrocks, 
cars, airplanes, animal 
kits (coyotes, cats, bears), 
Flower kits, Trinket Boxes. 
Patriotic items like flags 
are good for M�emorial Day.

If you need patterns see 
our web site to select and 
print a pattern or you may 
call and we will send you 
the patterns by mail. We 
really need about 20 to 30 
each of any craft pattern 
you select.

You may call John at 314-
843-0616 or Steve at 636-
866-6121 for any of the 
above or to arrange pickup 
or delivery.

Toy Report
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At Our Last Meeting: Wood Carving
continued from page 1

M�ike then shared an example of carving in the round. He said that he starts by cutting 
the profile first. Next, using a drill, he places holes in the piece where needed. Several 
members of the group asked about how he lubricates the drill to keep it cool when drill 
larger diameters and deeper depths. He stated that he uses soap to reduce the friction, 
reducing heat and extending the life of his bits. M�ike also noted that he prefers to work 
with hardwood since they allow for much crisper line both with power tools and his 
chisels. He also added that hardwoods allow him to go against the grain with much better 
results. Next, he would use a chainsaw to rough out the rest of the piece before moving 
onto his chisels for the details. For chisels he prefers Flexcut to European chisels. The 
thin American spring steel gives him better feel and control while being fast and easy to 
sharpen. He finished the piece with Urethane which is his finish of choice.

M�ike concluded his talk by sharing two relief carvings that he has done. He highlighted 
one that was a scene from the landing at Iwo Jima. He had selected Basswood for this 
particular carving. The scene had substantial depth and M�ike had used up to 6 layers of 
boards throughout the piece. Each layer was cut with a chisel or jig saw and glued to the 
previous layer. The background of this piece had been textured with nails and a hammer to 
simulate the appearance of sand. Both pieces showed great artistic talent with incredible 
attention to detail.

If you would like to see more of M�ike’s work he typically has a piece or two on display at 
St. Charles Hardwoods. You can also find him on Facebook.

Close-up of a door carving 

by Mike Simpson.
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Membership Application

Woodworkers Guild

Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.

Anyone can access the public area of the Saint Louis Woodworkers Guild website. 
But you need to be a member in order to get access to the private site! As a 
member of the guild, you get some benefits:

• You can see what companies provide discounts to guild members.

• You can post questions or reply to the questions of other guild members.

• You have access to the M�ember List.

• You have access to the By-Laws.

If you do not yet have access to the private site, but would like it and are a paid 
up member of the guild, then please contact our webmaster, Cecil Robertson. He 
will provide you with the steps necessary.

New Guild Website


