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Bamboo Fly Rods

At the next guild meeting, 
Bill Armon and M�arvin 
Loopstra are going to take 
the guild members through 
the process of making 
bamboo fly rods!

At Our Last Meeting: Making Handsaws
by Ron Bontz

At the October meeting, Ron Bontz took some time to chat with the guild about the custom 
backsaws he makes under his business, Bontz Saw Works. Ron is not new to the woodworking 
industry by any means, having spent 30+ years making everything from furniture and cabinets 
to jigs and gizmos, all usually for someone else. But what attracts a 50-something year old 
medic/fire fighter to something as exacting and focused as making hand saws?

As it is with so many others, the catalyst for change with Ron was “overload”. After spending 
over a year working on the finish carpentry for a relative’s house – building a solid oak 
staircase, installing hardwood floors, hanging doors, constructing kitchen cabinets, and even 
creating a 10’x10’ entertainment center around a fireplace – Ron burned out.

One day, he stood in the doorway of his shop, staring at the assortment of tools and jigs and 
overpriced gadgets, and he realized he was doing nothing for himself; he was doing nothing to 
advance the kinds of woodworking skills he really wanted to develop. Ron decided to start doing 
things for himself and he wanted to incorporate more hand tools into his work in the process.

Having something in common with many 
others before him, Ron wanted to begin 
by adding hand-cut dovetails to his joinery 
repertoire. An acquaintance let him borrow a 
handful of saws to try out before he bought 
his own, but after trying them all out, he only 
found one maker whose saw he liked. He 
checked into how long it might take to get 
one, but the lead time response he was given 
was “unknown”. Not wanting to wait that long, 
Ron decided to make his own.

As he experimented with different shapes and 
sizes, posting his results on a woodworking 
discussion forum, he was contacted by 
someone who wanted him to make a special 
saw – sort of a panel saw/half back with a 
Regan-style handle. He agreed. “Oh, how little 
did I realize where that road was leading me,” 
he commented, when thinking back.

Within a short time, he was having brass backs 
and saw fasteners made for him by a semi-
retired machinist, out of his home shop. When 
his orders started requiring CNC machinery, he 
decided to start selling small kits of brass 

 backs and fasteners to help cover the costs.

Continued on page 4
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Wayne’s Sawdust November 2013

As this is the last Newsletter for the year 2013, allow me to be among the first to wish each of you a 
joyful holiday season and prosperous New Year. 

While November is our last meeting for the year, the Guild has several activities planned before 
2013 comes to a close. On December 7th we will be installing fiberglass insulation at the Guild’s 
woodshop at Faust Park. If you can help out and don’t mind itchy work, meet us at 10:00 am. Please 
bring your own dust mask/respirator and gloves. The following weekend on December 14th we will 
begin building four new workbenches for use within the shop. Each bench will use mortise and tenon 
joinery and contain two face vises. We most likely will continue the build on the next day (Sunday). 
Again if you are planning on attending bring your own safety equipment (eye and hearing protection 
etc.) as well as your personal tools.

I would like to welcome three new members to the Guild’s Executive committee. John Bronson, 
Jim Inkpen and Brian Teixeira will certainly assist in the continued growth of the Guild. If you are 
interested in participating in planning for the Guild’s future I invite you to contact me. Planning 
meetings are open to all members and are held on the second Thursday of each month (except 
December) at 6:30 pm at the Rib City Restaurant in Des Peres. 

This month also ends a very successful run for Ethan Sincox as the Editor of our newsletter. After 
over five years of service to the Guild, Ethan is going to take a well earned break although he has 
promised to be a regular contributor in the future. Beginning next January Brian Zirkle will assume the 
responsibilities as editor. It’s a big job as the newsletter is our primary means of communicating with 
our members. Please give Brian any assistance that you can and please give Ethan a well deserved 
pat on the back. Fortunately Scott Wunder continues as Publisher.

As we close out the year I would like to acknowledge the hard work of the Executive Board and 
Committees as well as you, the members that have made this past year so successful. M�embership 
is growing, the woodshop is in regular use, the toy program and other community activities are 
going strong and our education programs are well in place. Thank you all for making the St. Louis 
Woodworking Guild the continuing success that it is!  

Wayne

In order to make the Faust Park workshop 
more comfortable for use during the 
winter months, a work “party” is going to 
be organized for some time in December 
to help get the shop insulated. If you are 
interested in helping out with this, contact 
Bob Brinkman or Wayne Watson.

At some point early in the new year, 
another work party will be scheduled 

to build four workbenches for the 
shop. It would be a great opportunity 
for someone to get some workbench 
building experience under their belt 
before they tackle their own! Details 
for this are still being worked out, 
but contact Wayne Watson if you are 
interested taking part in this workshop.

The Guild’s Workshop Needs Your Help



Show and Tell

Jeff Nasser – Jeff brought in two of his latest pepper mills; a Pink 

Ivory and Ebony one, that came together in perfect harmony, and one 

made from flame maple.

Dan Vize – Last month, Dan brought in the plane he’d made for a 

plane swap; this month, he brought in the plane he’d received in 

return.

Next year, the M�ini 
Workshops program will 
expand and we will start 
offering workshops where 
you end the class with a 
finished product. If you 
would like to suggest a 
mini-workshop project or 
idea, contact Bob Brinkman 
(r_brinkman@hotmail.com or 
314-378-1893).

Mini Workshops

This next Saturday, November 
23rd, from 10 AM� to 12 PM�, 
Tom and Leslie Tupper are 
opening up their shop for a 
tour. If you are interested in 
attending, more information 
will be provided at the 
November meeting (or you 
can contact Tom Tupper at 
636-458-3669).

Shop Tour

Rich Sanders – Rich passed 

around this year’s scroll saw 

ornaments and some drawings 

from the scroll saw magazine 

where he found the patterns.

Tom Larsen – Tom made two 

wooden mugs – one out of Bocote 

and one out of curly maple and 

purple heart - and brought them in 

for everyone to see.

DUES ARE DUE! If you’ve not yet paid your 2014 

Guild Member dues, then please do so as soon 

as possible! It only costs $30 for the entire year 

– a measly sum, to be sure!



St. Louis Woodworkers Guild

We delivered 150 toys 
to three hospitals in 
October, bringing the total 
delivered in 2013 to 1470. 
The total delivered since 
the program’s inception in 
1994 is 37,572.

We really need items 
such as Christmas crafts/
ornaments, Thanksgiving 
items, cars, airplanes, 
and animal kits (coyotes, 
cats, bears, turkey). Even 
though there is no meeting 
in December, you can still 
contact John (314-843-
0616) or Steve (636-866-
6121) to arrange pickup or 
delivery of items before 
the holidays. 

You can also contact 
one of them if you need 
patterns. If possible, try 
to make around 20-30 of 
whatever craft items you 
select.

Toy Report

www.slwg.org

At Our Last Meeting: Making Handsaws
continued from page 1

But as Ron made a few more saws, he says, “I found the rectangular plates to be 
aesthetically boring and just like what everyone else was doing.” Then he posted a 
dovetail saw with a polished and shaped spine, as well as a shaped plate, on that same 
forum he frequents. It got the attention of someone on the east coast, which lead to him 
making his first set of Ron Bontz saws. At that point, he adds, “a search for my own style 
became more serious.”

Without wasting much time, Ron opened up Bontz Saw Works. A website, http://www.
bontzsawworks.net/, soon followed. It caters to the everyday woodworker with its ease in 
navigation and forthright information. Ron clearly understands there is no magical formula 
necessary in order to make a great saw; it just takes a lot of hard work and the desire to 
achieve perfection.

Ron currently offers eight different sizes of saws, from a petite 10” dovetail saw to a huge 
20” Roubo saw, with a line of panel saws looming in the near future. He offers the current 
saws in about four different styles. Once he has a bit more free time (right now, he’s too 
busy making saws), he wants to work on a few other ideas and maybe even try to simplify 
his current offerings.

Above all else, Ron wants to make the most 
functional saws possible. He uses 1095 spring 
steel, teeth cut as requested and hand-
sharpened, set into a 360 brass back. . His 
saw fasteners are solid, CNC-machined from 
either brass or steel, with a traditional square 
stem just behind the head to prevent it from 
spinning when tightened.

His totes are custom-sized to fit the buyer’s 
hand and finish out between 1” to 1-1/4” thick, 
which is notably thicker than most totes on 
today’s market. The aforementioned hang of 
the tote is also a custom setting, adjusted as 
necessary for each saw. The result is a saw 
made just for you that starts easily and cuts 
cleanly every time at a price that won’t break 
your budget. These features alone set his saws 
apart from the pack. But Ron isn’t satisfied with just building a better saw…

“If it feels right, cuts well, and looks good doing it, it’s a Bontz saw.”

…what Ron really wants is a quality saw with panache! He says, “I found the rectangular 
plates to be aesthetically boring and like everybody else.” So his saw plates are often 
shaped with convex curves on the toe and matching concave cutouts on the heel. As a 
result of the extra shaping, they tend to be a bit longer than the stated size. The head of 
the larger saw fastener is often inlaid with mother of pearl or laser-etched and the toe end 
of the brass back is shaped to complement the plate and polished to a mirror-shine.

Of course, if you want a simple (read: boring) rectangular saw plate and back, Ron is 
happy to accommodate. He won’t even charge you extra!



When I pre-ordered To Make As 
Perfectly As Possible, Don Williams’ 
new book, it was before I’d heard 
about the latest Lost Art Press 
contest for their new t-shirt design. 
The winning prize for the wittiest 
slogan was a copy of the book (and 
a t-shirt to go with it, naturally). 
When Chris Schwarz e-mailed me to 
let me know I was the winner, he asked me if I wanted a refund on my 
pre-order or if I’d prefer something else in exchange. I’d always wanted 
to pick up his shaker table DVD, so it was an easy decision. In no time, I 
had my new DVD in hand and was able to sit down over a few evenings 
and watch it in its entirety.

This DVD is unlike most woodworking DVDs you’ll ever watch, mostly because Thomas Lie-Nielsen gave 
Chris free reign on the content and length. The result is a DVD just a hair under 4 ½ hours (269 minutes) 
of Chris directing you through almost the entire process of making a Shaker side table. What it doesn’t 
cover can be summed up in five words: rough stock preparation and sharpening. What he does cover is a 
much longer list of techniques, all done with hand tools, including: final stock preparation, tapering legs, 
chopping mortises, sawing and fitting tenons, adding half-blind socket dovetails, making drawers by hand, 
installing drawer runners, fitting drawers, and finishing it with a homemade varnish.

Chris breaks the construction of the table down into steps and then proceeds to go through each step in 
the process. He doesn’t show the cutting of every single mortise and tenon, obviously, but he shows you 
how to make them, from the first chop or saw stroke to fitting the tenon to the mortise. He doesn’t hide 
mistakes, like a mortise wall that cracked when he was chopping it; he tells you what to do to fix it and 
moves on! In that way, this DVD reminded me very much of Roy Underhill’s The Woodwright Shop, which 
was always filmed in just one take. Roy never hid his mistakes, either; he worked through them, just like 
you have to do when you make them in your own shop.

With Chris as your instructor, you’ll get more than basic information on building a side table. Even if he 
demonstrates only one technique for a step, he usually offers up two or three other ways that would work. 
He shows you how to properly orient the grain in your leg stock to make the most visually appealing 
legs. In addition to the legs, he takes the time to discuss grain selection and orientation in the top and 
the aprons and the drawer front, as well; after all, what’s the point in executing proper joinery if your 
table still looks like crap because you didn’t put any thought into how the top looks?  If you pay close 
attention, you’ll pick up a dozen small tips, like marking lines with a marking knife and then highlighting 
the line with a mechanical pencil to improve your accuracy, that will carry over into pretty much any other 
project you build.

At first, I frowned at the fact that Chris didn’t include any of the rough stock preparation in his video, 
but then I remembered he’d already created a video covering that topic (Coarse, M�edium and Fine: 
Fundamental Woodworking Techniques), so there was no reason to duplicate it here. Likewise with 
sharpening – this video is already long enough without repeating subjects he’s already covered in other 
videos. In the end, the only real issue I had with this DVD was that he used maple as the wood for the 
project, and not cherry or walnut or mahogany. I think a darker wood may have recorded better and not 
washed out as much, like it seemed to do on my viewings.

The minor wood issue aside, I’m immensely happy with this DVD. If you use it for nothing other than to 
learn proper sawing and chiseling techniques and a few shop tips, you’ve already gotten your money’s 
worth. But if you really DO want to build a Shaker end table, then it is a great investment for your 
woodworking library. A shaker table is definitely on my To Do list for 2014 and I plan on using this DVD to 
help get me there.

DVD Review: Shaker Side Table by Chris Schwarz
review by Ethan Sincox

There were 54 people in 
attendance at the October 
17th meeting.

The 50/50 Raffle winner for 
the October meeting was 
Dan Sudkamp. Dan can make 
that $50 work harder for 
him if he takes it to Rockler 
or Woodcraft and uses his 
10% discount when he buys 
something for his shop!

If you are new to 
woodworking and would like 
to take advantage of our 
mentoring program, please 
contact M�ark Koritz (314-579-
0401) or Wayne Watson (314-
846-1172). They will help set 
you up with a member who 
is in your area and willing to 
meet with you and show you 
what he or she knows about 
woodworking. If you have 
woodworking experience and 
knowledge you would like to 
share, then please contact 
M�ark or Wayne and let them 
know you would like to be a 
mentor.

There is no meeting in 
December – have a M�erry 
Christmas, guild members!

Announcements

Upcoming Meetings
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Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.

Anyone can access the public area of the Saint Louis Woodworkers Guild website. 
But you need to be a member in order to get access to the private site! As a 
member of the guild, you get some benefits:

• You can see what companies provide discounts to guild members.

• You can post questions or reply to the questions of other guild members.

• You have access to the M�ember List.

• You have access to the By-Laws.

If you do not yet have access to the private site, but would like it and are a paid 
up member of the guild, then please contact our webmaster, Cecil Robertson. He 
will provide you with the steps necessary.

New Guild Website


