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Wood Turning

Guild member Jeff Nasser 
will discuss his process 
for turning and finishing 
peppermills, pens and 
other small items on 
the lathe.

At Our Last Meeting: Reclaimed Wood Window
by John Bronson

At the last meeting, fellow guild member John Bronson took a few minutes to discuss some of 
the stained glass window projects he’s completed over the years.

Some 20 years ago, John acquired a stained glass window. It came from his wife’s father’s 
grandparents’ house. The neighborhood had become run down over the 100+ years the 
brownstone stood and nobody in the family wanted to live there anymore, so it was put on 
the market. As they cleaned the house, his father-in-law asked him if there was anything he 
would like. John pointed out the stained glass window and they agreed to give it to him.

He then promptly slid it behind the furnace in the basement for safe keeping. There it sat 
for 20 years until the long-forgotten project was once again remembered during a cleaning 

Continued on page 4
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Wayne’s Sawdust September 2013

Upcoming this weekend (September 21 and 22) is the Guild’s two day seminar featuring M�ike 
Van Pelt. This is a great opportunity to pick up some very useful woodworking techniques at 
a very reasonable cost. M�ike is a noted woodworking educator who has traveled the United 
States for Delta Power Tool Company, appeared as a lecturer at the Woodworking Shows and has 
operated a woodworking school. Just some of the topics that will be covered include router and 
bandsaw techniques. Sanding and finishing tips. An introduction to “Trak” saws as well as joinery, 
steambending, the list just goes on. The seminar is being held at our normal meeting place, the 
Creve Coeur Government Center. M�ike Sistek has done an amazing job pulling this event together and 
he has structured it so that everyone can participate. The cost is $45.00 for both days, or just $25.00 
for one day. You won’t need to talk to your banker to attend this seminar! To reserve your place 
contact Wayne Watson (that’s me!) or our Treasurer Tom Tupper. I look forward to seeing you there. 

I have just completely gutted and remodeled my kitchen. Walls torn out, new flooring, new dual fuel 
range/oven, cabinets, counter tops, well you get the picture. I wanted to build the cabinets myself. 
That is, until She Who M�ust Be Obeyed, put her foot down. It seems she wanted the new kitchen 
completed in her lifetime. How selfish is that! The kitchen remodel has kept me out of the shop for 
the last couple of months. Now that the kitchen is finished She Who M�ust Be Obeyed decided that 
we need a new kitchen dining set. She had even gone shopping for one without my knowledge, 
can you believe it! This time I put my foot down. I committed to build a new dining set and have 
it finished and in place by Christmas. Quite an ambitious schedule when you consider that I am a 
“half fast” furniture builder. I do have an ace in the hole. The dining set will consist of a table with 
leaf extension, two continuous arm Windsor chairs, two Windsor side chairs and a Windsor settee. 
The ace in the hole is Cecil Robertson, who agreed to assist me in the chair building. I have been 
spending three days a week in his shop. He has the specialized tools and with two “half fast” 
woodworkers I figured we can get it done FAST. His wife Dee has been feeding me lunch each day 
and I am getting even fatter than I already am. Those of you who have attended one of Cecil’s chair 
building classes know what I mean about the chow. Will I get the dining set finished in time? We 
don’t meet in December, but if you see me at the January meeting and I still carry bruises you will 
know the answer. 

Wayne

M�eet at 9 am at

DNC Resources 
24114 State Highway 3 
Dow, Illinois 62022 
Contact: Dan Bechtolb / 618 786 3029

Demonstrations of Sawmill, Lucas Slab 
M�ill and possibly a chainsaw wood carver 
along with access to his lumber store and 
Antique Shop.

At 11:00 we will head to Pere M�arquette 
State Park to the shelter called the 
‘Large Shelter’

The Guild will furnish hamburgers, brats, 
hot dogs, buns, condiments, soda, 
water, ice and cups.

M�embers should bring a ‘covered dish’.

Annual Guild Picnic / Saturday Sept. 28



Don Schneider – Don made a men’s valet that 

he brought in and passed around. Of course, it 

wasn’t just a valet; it had compound angles and 

velvet lining and inlay on the edges that made it 

stand out from your everyday men’s valet.

Cecil Robertson – Cecil brought in pictures of a 

rocking chair he had to repair.

Show and Tell

Jim Schneider – Jim brought in 

the Windsor chair he made in 

Cecil’s class.

Oil, Shellac & Spray 
Finishing
The Oil and Shellac finishing 
mini-workshop that was 
scheduled for the 17th of 
August has been cancelled 
and will be combined with 
the spray finishing mini-
workshop on the 19th of 
October. During the October 
workshop, M�ike Sistek and 
Jeff M�organ will cover:

Surface preparation for 
finishes

Different types of Oil Finishes 
and their application

Shellac and French Polishing

Finish problems and repair

Safety and Health concerns

Spray booth setup

Spray equipment (Standard, 
HVLP turbine, HVLP 
conversion)

Spraying techniques

Different types of spray 
finishes

We’ll be able to support 12 
in the class and it will be 
held at Jeff M�organ’s shop 
in Aviston, Illinois.  M�ore 
details will be announced as 
we get closer to the class, 
but this should be a fairly 
comprehensive finishing 
class. If you are interested in 
attending, you can contact 
Bob Brinkman at (314) 378-
1893 to get signed up for the 
workshop.

Next year, the M�ini 
Workshops program will 
expand and we will start 
offering workshops where 
you end the class with a 
finished product.

Mini Workshop

Keith Lissant – Already working hard on 

making things for Christmas, Keith brought 

in a bunch of carousel horse ornaments 

and a carousel display stand to hold them.

Anyone can access the public area of the Saint Louis Woodworkers Guild website. But 
you need to be a member in order to get access to the private site! As a member of the 
guild, you get some benefits:

• You can see what companies provide discounts to guild members.

• You can post questions or reply to the questions of other guild members.

• You have access to the M�ember List.

• You have access to the By-Laws.

If you do not yet have access to the private site, but would like it and are a paid up 
member of the guild, then please contact our webmaster, Cecil Robertson. He will 
provide you with the steps necessary.

New Guild Website
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We delivered 150 toys to 
3 hospitals in August. The 
total delivered in 2013 is 
1,200. Since 1994 the total 
delivered is 37,302.

We can use items such 
as; cars, bird houses, 
airplanes, animal kits, 
(coyotes, cats, bears.), 
tulips, and other flowers 
at the next meeting in 
September. If you need 
patterns see our web 
site to select and print a 
pattern or you may call 
and we will send you the 
patterns by mail. We really 
need about 20 to 30 each 
of any craft pattern you 
select.

You can call John at 314-
843-0616 or Steve at 636-
866-6121 for any of the 
above or to arrange pickup 
or delivery.

Toy Report

www.slwg.org

At Our Last Meeting: Reclaimed Wood Window
continued from page 1

session. He decided it was time for the window to get properly framed and put on display.

In keeping with the age of the window (from around 1880), John wanted to frame it in old 
wood, as well. A friend of his owns an architectural salvage business, so he headed there 
to see what he could find. And what he found was a reclaimed 6” thick tongue-and-groove 
board of Douglas fir from the old Lemp Brewery. It came from a section of the brewery that 
had been recently damaged in a storm and was not going to be used in repair.

He took the board home and cleaned it up. Then he used a bandsaw to rip the huge board 
into thinner, more manageable pieces. He used one of these boards to frame the window, 
using pegged mortise and tenon joinery.

The second window he discussed was a gift from a neighbor who was taken in by how 
great the first stained glass window looked. John used walnut that was reclaimed from an 
old family barn to make the frame for this one.

John did actually pay for the third stained glass window he showed us. It was purchased 
specifically for a transom in their house. He framed this window with reclaimed cypress.

Some of us were interested in where John picked up his board from the old Lemp Brewery. 
He was happy to reveal his source, a store in downtown St. Louis called Junque owned 
by Regan Young. It took a bit of searching to come up with any good information about 
Junque, but I finally found a blog post by a local realtor (http://carrienenonen.blogspot.
com/2010/09/hidden-gem-alert.html) that does a great job of describing how to find it and 
what you might see there. It should also be noted that John mentioned you might have 
to convince Regan to sell you his reclaimed wood. He is apparently very particular when it 
comes to such things.

It’s always a joy to get to see some of the finished projects a fellow guild member has 
completed and hear how the projects came about. Thanks for sharing with us, John!

On Saturday, September 21st and Sunday, September 22nd, M�ike Van Pelt, former owner of 
Sycamore Woodworking School, will conduct a two-day seminar on woodworking. The cost 
will be $45.00 for both days or $25.00 for one day. The topics M�ike will cover include:

9:00 am – Noon: Router M�ania 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm: Bandsaw Techniques 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm: Finishing and Sanding Techniques

9:00 am – Noon: Wood Bending 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm: Track Saw 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm: Dovetails and M�ortise and Tenon Joinery

He’ll be covering several different techniques for each subject, from beginning to advanced, 
with power tools and hand tools. Lunch will be provided both days. Payment can be made 
to Wayne Watson, Tom Tupper, or M�ike Sistek. Please contact M�ike with any questions!

Woodworking With Mike Van Pelt

D
ay

 1
D
ay

 2



There are certain books in my library I like to re-read every 

now and again, just to keep certain ideas or techniques 

fresh in my mind. If it has been a while since I’ve started 

a new project, one of the first books I’ll pull out is Jeff 

Jewitt’s book, Hand-Applied Finishes. I like to review certain 

dog-eared pages in this book before I even pick out the 

wood I’m going to use.

Why? Because one of the most important aspects of your 

project is the finish you put on it. It’s the first thing anyone 

touches. It is the first thing anyone sees (or doesn’t see). 

It protects your project from abuse and the elements. 

And, to some degree, the finishing technique you want 

to use should play a part in determining which species of 

wood you use (or vice versa, if you’re dead set on using a 

specific species of wood).

One of the things I like about Jeff’s book is that it is easy to read. I don’t just mean the line spacing and 

page color/composition and slight serif text is easy on the eyes (which it is); I’m also referring to how 

clearly and concisely he writes. There isn’t a lot of fluff to muddy his ideas and the Contents page gives 

testament to how the book is organized. You want to know about varnish? Turn to page 111. Need to 

control stain penetration? Page 60. Have a finish to repair? Page 169.

Each chapter focuses on a different finishing method. Each method is broken down further to (briefly) 

explain its chemical composition, go over when such a finish might be used, and then describe the best 

techniques for applying that finish. M�ost of the images in the book are used to help explain techniques, so 

I don’t mind that they are in black-and-white. The one exception to this is Chapter 3, which, appropriately 

enough, focuses on stains and dyes – that chapter does have color pictures.

For those of you who don’t ship your finished project out the minute the finish is no longer tacky, the last 

chapter on maintaining, cleaning, and repairing finishes will come in very handy. Of course, with a three 

year old running around, the section on repairing finishes still sees a lot of use in our house.

Hand-Applied Finishes, published by the Taunton Press, is neither large (standard 8”x10”) nor thick (under 

180 pages). It is a perfect reference book for someone like me; that is, someone who doesn’t complete too 

many projects in a year, doesn’t like messing with spray finishes, doesn’t have the space for a separate 

spray booth or finishing room, and is always just a little nervous about one of the most important steps in 

completing your project. It is a highly-used and highly-recommended book in my library.

Hand-Applied Finishes by Jeff Jewitt
review by Ethan Sincox

There were 56 people in 
attendance at the August 15th 
meeting.

The Raffle winner for the June 
meeting was Leslie Tupper. 
Leslie won a $50 Woodcraft 
gift card. Congratulations, 
Leslie!

If you are new to 
woodworking and would like 
to take advantage of our 
mentoring program, please 
contact M�ark Koritz (314-579-
0401) or Wayne Watson (314-
846-1172). They will help set 
you up with a member who 
is in your area and willing to 
meet with you and show you 
what he or she knows about 
woodworking. If you have 
woodworking experience and 
knowledge you would like to 
share, then please contact 
M�ark or Wayne and let them 
know you would like to be a 
mentor.

In October, Ron Bontz will 
meet with the guild to 
discuss his take on making 
backsaws.

In November, Bill Armon 
is going to take the guild 
members through the process 
of making bamboo fly rods!

Announcements

Upcoming Meetings
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Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $30 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, P. O. Box 411766, St. Louis, MO 63141-9998

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.


