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Holiday Gift Ideas 

The October 2011 meeting 
is our annual holiday 
project program, where 
guild members will 
present some of their 
project ideas to the rest 
of the guild.

At Our Last Meeting:
Woodturning With Gary Hinegardner

Our guest speaker at the September 15th guild meeting was Gary 
Hinegardner, the current vice president of the Woodturners of St. 
Louis, which is the St. Louis area chapter of the American Association 
of Woodturners. Gary’s friendly demeanor and outgoing personality 
assured us right off the bat that it was going to be a fun meeting.
When he first started learning woodturning, he didn’t know anything and it was sometimes a real 
struggle to make the wood do what he wanted it to do. He really wished he had someone show him 
the basics; it would have avoided a lot of frustration. So his first recommendation to anyone new to 
woodturning is to check out the St. Louis Woodturners. It is a great resource for advice and instruction 
as well as a place to meet other turners to discuss your ideas and problems.

Did you know turners have a lot in common with “flat” woodworkers (that’s us)? They have to concern 
themselves with grain, species, shrinking and swelling, and finishing, too. So how you set the wood on 
the lathe becomes important when turning it.

Gary then related turning to sharpening a pencil. How do you sharpen a pencil? You whittle with the 
grain to create the point. So think of the grain of the block of wood as the length of a pencil. You want 
to try, as much as possible, to cut the wood along with the grain. When you run into a problem with 
tear-out while turning, just look at it like it’s a pencil. Ask yourself how you would 
“sharpen” the block of wood.

One similarity between turners and “flat” woodworkers is the obsession 
with tools. When Gary started going into the equipment a woodturner 
needs, he said, “One of the great things about wood turning is you get 
to buy a lot of tools.” But really, it doesn’t seem like there are a lot of 
different kinds of tools necessary – just a large variety of a few kinds 
of tools, mostly lathes and gouges.

Another similarity is the need for safety. Something is spinning 
at a high rate of speed, only this time it isn’t dimensionally 
stable metal; it’s wood, with all the flaws and defects we’ve 
come to know and love about it. When you’re removing 
wood at a high rate of speed, it can go flying 
everywhere. So it is important to protect your eyes. 
Turning can also produce a lot of dust and shavings, 
so it is important to protect your lungs, as well. Gary 
uses a full face mask. Some turners just use safety 
glasses and a standard dust mask. Others use full 
face masks that come with systems for providing 

continued on page 4

Gary Hinegardner uses pencils to 

illustrate grain in wood
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Wayne’s Sawdust October 2011

Last month’s speaker, Gary Hinegardner, certainly knew his way around a lathe. He 
was very entertaining as well. One of his numerous one liners that evening was “I 
am just one tool away from greatness.” I found it to be humorous at the time, but 
later I got to thinking about that funny little line. 

As anyone who has been to my shop can attest, I am a tool nut. In fact, I proudly 
state that “I haven’t met a tool that I didn’t like.”  I even once bought a hardware 
store, erroneously thinking that I could sit by a potbelly stove and talk about 
tools all day. The reality was, there was no potbelly stove, but I was surrounded 
by tools of all kinds, and it was great fun discussing the merits of various tools 
with customers. I was always on the lookout for new and unique tools. M�y partner 
would never leave my side at the ACE Hardware Conventions for fear of the tools 
that I would buy. In my heart I think I “was one tool away from greatness!” 

I have since sold the hardware store but I am still a tool hound. M�y favorite 
reading materials are the Lee Valley and Grizzly tool catalogs. It’s a shame they 
only come out annually! I even love kitchen stores because they also have amazing 
tools, (I never said the tools had to make sawdust!). I even know a couple of our 
members that have pasta cutters which they use to slice veneer into strips for inlay 
work. You can’t buy those at Woodcraft!

That got me thinking about which tool would be the first to leave my shop if it 
caught fire. I don’t mean the tools in my antique tool collection, but the everyday 
tools that I employ to accomplish my woodworking. I have a new set of Lie-Nielsen 
chisels which are a joy to use, but there is the Bridge City square which is lovely 
to behold. Then I pick up a Stanley No. 140 skew block plane, another favorite. 
When I set down the plane, I often pick up a great little 6 in. rule. I guess I’m like 
a parent who is asked if they have a favorite child. Each child (and tool) is unique 
and equally loved! I also have a whole other class of favorite tools. I don’t use 
them that often but just having them allows me to sleep peacefully at night. A Lie-
Nielsen miter plane is in this group along with a sexy 6 in. architects scale which 
I just picked up at an estate sale. I have carving tools, hand saws of all types and 
the list goes on.

After all “I’m just one tool away from greatness!”

Wayne



If you read Popular Woodworking M�agazine, you might have heard of 
Toshio Odate – he’s written several articles for them over the years. 
M�ost recently, he wrote an article that was really more a collection of 
short stories, some of them excerpts from the Japanese Woodworking 
Tools book and some of them new. With most woodworking magazines 
focusing on projects and cut lists and step-by-step procedures, it is 
refreshing to read the occasional article on the human aspects of the 
craft.

If you are familiar with the works of George Nakashima and James Krenov, 
I’m sure you’ll find some similarities here that you will enjoy. M�r. Odate’s 
writing style is similar in that he gracefully meanders from one story 
to another while somehow still managing to touch on the topic of that 
chapter. As he weaves his way through memories of past M�asters and 
woodworking greats of his home country of Japan, M�r. Odate shines the 

light of knowledge on the most commonly used Japanese woodworking tools.

Being, above all, practical, M�r. Odate begins with the discussion of the workshop. The concept of a 
permanent (and large) dedicated work space is as foreign to the Japanese woodworker as sushi is to 
most Americans. In the past, the carpenter’s shop was nothing more than a small temporarily dedicated 
section of space in the customer’s yard or small shed. Sometimes it was a simple tatami (reed mat) of 
just a few feet square in their home. Common shop accessories include the planing beam (a simplified 
version of a work bench), horses, a planing board, and their toolbox.

Toshio then moves on to discuss the various marking tools, like the ink pot (for marking straight lines), 
the square, marking and mortising gauges, the marking knife, and the small square. When it comes to 
most of these tools, the older ones are almost always of higher quality and, it seems, more intuitive and 
easy to use. But one of the few modern variations of these tools he doesn’t mind using is the smaller 
square.

The next three chapters cover saws, chisels, and planes, respectively. The topics of discussion are 
generally quite similar – a brief overview of the origin of the tool, notes on common variations and 
styles, and then a discussion of its proper use and care. While delivering all of this information, M�r. 
Odate maintains a high level of interest in each of the subjects by interspersing stories of the traditional 
sawyer or explaining why most blacksmiths wrote poetry. One of his most intriguing stories, however, 
concerned the acquisition of some Japanese planes of the highest quality. His description of eyeing a 
plane blade so beautifully crafted, so magical, that it awakened a desire to own one resonated deeply 
within me.

Of course, the best made chisels and planes are less than useful if they have dull blades, so Chapter 
Seven tackles the task of sharpening. While some of it seems a lot to try and keep in mind for the 
hobbyist woodworker, it is all rich in detail and will certainly make you at least consider tweaking your 
current sharpening methods.

The latter chapters of the book covered such tools as adzes, axes, hammers, marking knives, and 
clamps. While they are not as “meaty” as the earlier chapters, they are still quite entertaining and, more 
importantly, educational. He ends the book with a very thoughtful and extended Afterword, revealing 
some insight into his thoughts on the spirit contained within an object (woodworking tools or otherwise) 
and his stance on Japanese woodworking tools that have made their way into the American market 
(slightly outdated at this point).

While the specific instruction on Japanese-styled tools might not appear to be useful to the average 
American woodworker at first glance, I think much of what he talks about spiritually and metaphorically 
can be applied to how we approach our own woodworking hobby or profession. Throughout the reading 
of this book, I was reminded of Eric Sloane’s book, A Reverence For Wood. I think Toshio Odate’s book 
could easily have been titled, A Reverence For Woodworking Tools.

Upcoming Meetings

November 17 - Scott Wunder 

is going to give a presentation 

on spray finishing. This 

will coincide with his mini 

workshop of the same name.

The January meeting looks to 

be about vacuum veneering 

and, if all goes well, we’ll have 

a luthier in for the February 

meeting!

Mini Workshops

The mini workshops have 

really taken off! Earlier this 

month, Don Snyder held a 

small workshop on decorative 

line inlay in his workshop. In 

November, Scott Wunder will 

be conducting a workshop on 

spray finishes and in January, 

Wayne Watson will offer a 

small session on tuning up a 

hand plane. Be sure to contact 

any of these members if you 

are interested in attending 

their mini workshop!

September attendance 

There were 47 people in 

attendance at the September 

meeting, including 2 guests. 

Rich Sanders was the winner 

of the $50 Woodcraft raffle 

card. Congrats, Rich!

Sharing Time 

A new segment of the 

guild meetings started in 

September called, “Sharing 

Time”. You have anything to 

share?  Share it!  You have 

anything to ask?  Ask it! 

If nobody knows the right 

answer, we guarantee you 

someone will make it up.

AnnouncementsLibrary Corner by Ethan Sincox

Japanese Woodworking Tools: Their Tradition, 
Spirit, and Use By Toshio Odate
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you with clean filtered air.

It is also important to stand in the right location when 
turning. You don’t want to stand directly in the path of 
a block of wood spinning at 3,000 RPM�; stand just to 
the side a bit to minimize your chances of being hit with 
flying debris.

Safety Tip: Remove the spur center and replace it with 
a stub center. That way, if your tool catches, then the 
wood simply stops spinning. Not only does this prevent 
incidents with a gouge catching on a block of wood, 
jerking the gouge out of your hands, but it also helps 
teach you proper turning techniques. If the wood stops 
spinning, you’re doing something wrong.

Just like when dealing with flat woodworking, sharp tools are a must 
when it comes to turning. The only difference is that turners aren’t nearly as concerned with the level of 
sharpness. After all, they’re using that gouge edge to remove a whole lot more wood a whole lot faster 
than a Stanley #5 ever will. Gary freehand grinds his gouges on a 120 grit stone and then gets back to 
turning.

In addition to sharp tools, it is important to make sure everything moves smoothly. The pieces of the lathe 
should slide freely from position to position. M�ore importantly, the tool rest should be of the best quality 
you can afford. It should utilize hardened steel as its top edge to prevent notching. Polish the ridge of the 
tool rest and then wax it so the tool moves smoothly across the rest. Repeat this process before every 
turning session.

When you finally get around to putting the edge of your gouge to spinning wood, there are a few things 
you can do to improve your chances of a successful turning. Gary suggests using long handles on your 
tools. That way, you can tuck the end of the tool handle into your hip for additional support. M�ake sure 
the spindle height is the same height as your elbow to reduce strain on your arms. M�ove with your legs 
and keep the tool and your arms locks in place with your upper body. And finally, when you’re turning a 
piece of wood, you should be looking at the top of the piece, not the part where the gouge meets the 
wood!

Gary’s last piece of advice for beginning 
turners is to just stick to the ABCs of 
turning:

A – Anchor the tool on the tool rest.

B – Find the Bevel.

C – Bring the tool to Cut the wood.

If you are interested in finding out more 
about the St. Louis Woodturners, stop by 
their next meeting! They always meet on 
the fourth Sunday of every month at the St. 
Louis Woodcraft store. Their normal meeting 
time is 1:00 PM�, but a “pre-meeting” often 
starts up around 11:00 AM� or so.

Woodworkers Guild

Woodturning With Gary Hinegardner (continued from cover)

In September we delivered 
210 items. A total of 1262 toys 
have been delivered so far 
this year, bringing our grand 
total to 33,568 since 1994.

Thanks to everyone who 
made September such a 
great month! We collected 
214 items. We have a pretty 
good supply for next month’s 
delivery. We could use 
trinket boxes, bears, and any 
Christmas-related items for 
an early December delivery. 
Please join the program and 
make items for the kids in 
the hospitals. It supports the 
charitable goals of the Guild. 

If you need patterns see our 
web site to select and print a 
pattern or you may call and 
we will send you the patterns 
by mail. We really need about 
20 each of any craft pattern 
you select.

You can call John at 314-843-
0616 or Steve at 636-922-
1947 for any of the above or 
to arrange pickup or delivery.

Toy Report

Amnesty Month 
Kicks Off

Kevin Wieser, our new guild 

librarian, has announced that 

October is Amnesty M�onth! 

Return any books, magazines, 

or DVDs you have borrowed 

from the guild library for more 

than two months with no 

penalties or recourse (other 

than some minor jesting)! 

Remember – when you keep 

materials out for more than a 

few months, you’re preventing 

others from having access to 

that item.

Gary Hinegardner turnings

Members admiring Gary’s work



Faust Park

Dale Gephardt brought in a 
Theremin he’d made from a kit. 
The Theremin is the first electronic 
instrument. Dale originally 
purchased a M�ogue kit, but he 
rebuilt the case out of cocobolo.

Vic Barr is looking for some help. 
He has come up with a design 
idea for pen stands, but needs 
someone to help with sanding 
and assembly. He is willing to pay 
for any pieces that hold up to his 
standards. Please see him if you 
are interested. 

Jeff Morgan brought in his 
finished September 11th Tribute 
Project to show everyone the 
end result (he had previously 
discussed it’s design at a different 
Show-and-Tell).

A big thank you goes to Don 

Snyder for the donation of a 

12” planer for the Faust Park 

workshop. We’re still looking 

for a 6”-8” jointer, so if you 

know of anyone who might 

be willing to donate one, 

then please pass the word 

along!

Speaking of donations, non-

guild member Ken Schibler 

has graciously donated a 

jig saw, a band saw, and a 

table saw (all older model 

Craftsman tools) for the 

Faust Park workshop. These 

tools all came from the 

collection of Oscar Brune, a 

hobbyist woodworker who 

was active from the 30’s 

through the 60’s. Although his 

trade was electrical work at 

Westinghouse, woodworking 

was a hobby he loved and he 

would surely be happy to see 

his tools getting continued 

use through the guild. Thanks 

for the donation, Ken!

Show And Tell

Your Legacy
If you are thinking about doing any estate planning in the near future, contact Bill 

Hobson for information on getting started. Bill is an active attorney who specializes 

in estate planning and has agreed to be available to guild members who require 

assistance. And while you’re at it, please consider the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild 

as a recipient of part of your estate!
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Name  Date

Address  City

State Zip Phone

Occupation

Type of woodworking you enjoy

E-mail address

Where did you obtain this application and learn about this Guild?

If you would like to join the St. Louis Woodworkers Guild please attend our next 
meeting or mail this application and your check for $25 for one years dues to: 
St. Louis Woodworkers Guild, c/o Treasurer Larry Grzovic, 2849 Championship 
Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63129.

Meeting location. 

Creve Coeur Community Center, 

located at 300 North New Ballas 

Road, St. Louis, M�O 63141.


